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latter can never be brought into the categories of the
former.

(4)  Cudworth's 7r/>oX^ew are always represented by him
as certain preconceptions which, on being carried into ex-
perience, are found to fit now this class of its cases, and
now that; just as, when once possessed of the definition of
* triangle/ I see that it answers, here for a right-angled, there
for an acute-angled figure of three sides.   The relation, then,
between the ' intelligible idea' and the particulars to which
it is applied, is that of genus to species or of species to in-
dividual, and is identical with logical subsumption    Hence
it is always absolutely true, or absolutely false, that the
concrete instances are embraced by the universal; if they
have its defining marks, it is true; if they have not, it is
false; and it can never happen that of the same object you
can be justified in at one time affirming and at another
denying it    This law of intellectual judgment does not,
however, hold good of moral judgment.    If it did, the same
spring of action, once found right, would be right for ever;
or, once a culprit, would be condemned for life; its good-
ness or its guilt would  be something absolute,  as the
properties of a sphere or pyramid.    Unless our psychology
has gone astray, it is far otherwise.   The springs >f action
disposing themselves upon a scale of worth, eve 7 one of
them, lying between a lower and a higher, is right* in com-
petition with the former, wrong when resisting the latter,
and cannot be judged without reference to its alternative.
All moral obligation is preferential, and binds us to select
the better as against the worse of two possibilities.    For
this mode of thinking there is no provision in the quanti-
tative logic of the understanding.

(5)  Hence it follows that the order assigned by Cudworth
to the process of knowledge, viz. from the universal to the
particular, is not that in whieh we gain our moral wisdom.
Our intuitive apprehension of Space gives us the whole In-
finitude at a stroke, on occasion of the smallest instance;
and that of Cause is for us a universal as soon as it is a